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-« &re robably aware, top Depo.tment cificials, including Governor
Soan ruave for some time been asiiing for an assessment of the credi-
w7 04 North Vistnamese allegaticns that US bomber: Tsve struc surely
-~8n .drgets .. the North, thercby persetrating "war crimes" agzinst
P Letl nese paodle. If Harcw decides +o try the Impriscned American
T3, temse Yerimes" undoubiecly will Foim the major part of Eanoils
Co Ir =zay Hanoi "war crimes" com-
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hei« in Paris in November.
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an afraid this may result

in a muticuée of reports, each pro.ared cn the basis of only part of the

evidence. So far, very little
growing Impatience here.
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ort i iovember 1965.
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However, its high classification, the short dead-

under which it was prepared, &nd the relatively few allegations
neG in dzpth all made this parsicular report of limited usefulness,
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in the present "war
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context.

-& resources of all relevant :sgencies be

xnt - on the problem ... that = revort be issued examining all

Vi g charges. Moreover. arrcrnzements should be rade to study
T nlle soici: on a continuing L8, Derraps in conjunction with the
g~ .. CL -7 s monthly appraisal of US strikes against North Vietnam. An
exz: “le <. The woeful lack of such arrengements is the current handling of
the ugust I cubing of Haiphong. e eare still awaiting photogravhic con-
fimzatior. ir refutation of the licrua Vo.vnamese claim, supported by severil
Jovomall - 24 & French diplomstic wit:
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cwoside the POL Storage _rea were badly damaged in the strike.
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TWhile it would be useful, but not vital, 4o generalize about possible
civilian casualties, it is imperative that the report should examine each
Roroh Vietnamese allegation individually. I have enclosed a selection of
She 78 major statements which couid be the basis for o first cut at the

Sl

_oolems  Perbaps | could also be 25X1

crarzged with providing a LI5TC O thooe aliegacions wa.ch have been report-

ed wo the Internctional Conmtrol Co..ission. The aralysts should examine the
credibility of these charges agairnstc all relevent sources of intelligence,
including intercepted letters, foreign witsesses, Noruh Vietnamese photo-
graphy end, of course, US pre~ and post-strike photorrephs. US photography
outside the immediate terget area zust be examined, since Hanoi®s complaints
often relate to such accidental destruchiorn and th Jepartment must know if
where 1s any clear confirmation or refutaiion. o cussion shouwld also
nvestigate possible co-location of civiiics wné rillzry installations. In
wedition, the evidence Hanol has rnooshallied to suppory Ats claim should be
analyzed. For example, the North Vietnamese have circulased pre- and post-
strike gruund phovographs of the Thanh Hoa installation wnich they say was a
1B zaniw ~ium; they apparently do not have proof that it was marked with a
cro. o oon e roof, since US post-strike photographs indicate that the roof
bee ag - . cross was destroyed i. The strike.

setwcally  LWR 1s prepared to assiic in cay way it is able.
~iui: best wishes.

Sincerely;

T

Thomas 1. Hughes
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As stated.
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